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addition to cane, it ha5 also been found on a numher of grasses, 
and we, by planting impl7ya/a anmdilZa,:cLl (the um-Tente grass) 
in tubs to the soil of which was adtIed sterilised maize on which 
the fungus was growing, have 5hoWll it capable of subsisting at 
the base Llf this gra.-;s. Prohably it occurs on this and other 
grasses in South Africa in the wild state also. vVhcther the true 
Marasm.zuj· sacclta:ri occurs in South Africa must remain un­
decided until toadstools of it are collected. 

l\atal Herbarium, 
Berea, Duruan, 

JU:lle, 1919. 

f,Vith J Figurt. 

Rearl J 1Il:v 10, 1919. 

Although the Basl\to, from our point of view, possess a more 
or less limited kno:wledge uf Astronomy, it is, however, interest­
ing and worth the trouble to inCluire ho\V far this knowledge 
goes, and. what ideas primitive people form of the celestia1 world. 

The ,~tm i5 called Of le-tjatj i," in old Se~uto "le-laka," eor­
respondrng' to " i-langa " in Zulu. 

Jt is considered as a big. burning' disc, which pa .... .;es over 
the ./ le-ratadima" (5ky) 'from "bo-hlabatjatji" (" east ") to 

U bo-sobdatjatji" (" \-vest "). 
Each day, in their idea .... has its own 5Ull; in the evening 

the 01<1 one, " sobela" (U disappears ") J the next morning- another 
sun will "hlaba" (" pierce "), and so on. 

The constant observation of the sun has created a wonder­
ful senSe of orientation amongst the Basuto. They will never 
10se ..;ight of "the Ill-rth" (" le-tzweta") or " the south " (" blr 
rwa/' 'i.t.,. the country where the if Ba-rwa" (" Bttshmen ") 
live; they alway~ know where the sun rl:;es and ~et~. vVhen 
travelling with them they will never he in uncertainty ahout the 
direction. 

Last, but not least, the sun is for the 1lo~uto what a watch 
is for us. If they want to make an arrangement for a rendcz­
VOU.'i at an app()inted hour they point to a p1ace in the sky and 
say: 1/ \Ve shall nteet when the ..,un stancls then' r' It may be 
in the morning (" go-sasa" cr II bo-sasa," ;.t .. whet1 "the tlay 
is breaking H): at l100n (H rno-segarc." i.t., when the sun is 
in "the middle of its orbit ") : in the afternoon (" ka me-riH" 
i.e .. when "the shadows grew longer "); or in the evening 
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C" ka rna-ntjeb()a," i.r., when it is "getting cool,t C" tjic1idi .. ) 
., again" ("' bi'la "). 

The summer and wint.er 501stice~. though llot ruling the Suto 
year, are noted; the poil1[s wbere thc san" turns" c'· h[-)a ") in 
(he middle of winter alld \\J·herc in ':Il1Illmer are known accnratelv. 

The BasHto distinguish thrce differel\t seasons of the yea;: 
., se-lemc," the" ploughing-time" or spring; 
., le-hlabola/' the time whcn there are plenty of eatable ... 

" sv,rect to the t.aste," or summer; and 
"ma-rega," the time when the plants, dc., "rega:' 'I.c., 

.. get dried up." 
The- mOOH is called" kgwcdiJ " or ., ngwedi." 
The apparition of the new moon is ahvays received with 

cheers by the Basnto, cspecially by the children. The first who 
sees it shouts: .. kgwedi ce!" .. there is the moon!" and soon a 
many-voiced echo: "kgwedi oe t" is heard. 

The Jay after the new moon has made its appearance it is 
forbldden to tiH the fields or to cut trees; it is a day of rest. 
The moon llmst be left UlHlisturbed to i< tica," i.c., "to beeomc 
strong," first. 

The appearance of the ert;:..eent is also carefully examined 
by the Basuto. If its horns are turned down towards the earth 
tbat is regarde(l as a gooll omen: " All sickne~5 has been ponred 
(Jut !" ; on the ocher halHl, if the horns are turned to\vanl~ he:\vclI 
that is a ball olllen: " The moon i:-; 'full of misfortunes !" 

There is a curious ceremony among the Basuto of present­
ing little children to the moon, which is performed \vhen a child 
enters its .. seccnd month" (Ii mo-kuruetjo "), 

As SOOI1 as the ne\v moon appears in the sky plenty of H mo­
togo," or "light beer," is prepared. The next evening after 
sun,:;et, v,rhell the moon becomes visible, the big girls of the kraal 
call all children, boys and girls, t(.gether. take the child in fjue!'­
tion together with the ben and go outsicle, not far away frDm 
the kraal. The Rirls take hoes with them, the boys small 
:hows and arrows, Then they sit down; one girl takes the 
child, turns it to\\1ards the meon, and points to lt, saying: 
"Bona. mo-nkanc wa gago shu ~ "; that is, "Look there, 
that is your 'friend!" The girls then make a little 
garden for the child, plant, when in summcr, some mealies, beans, 
or monkey-nuts; in the meantime the boys play with their bows 
and arrows. \Vhcl1 the girls have finished tilling and planting 
their little piece of ground, then all sit Jown, enjoy their beer~ 
and afterwards go home. 

Each" moon ,. or month is considered as being- a new one: 
the old OIle having" died!> ('I' e huile "), a new· one "sets'~ 
(" e dutshe "). 

\Vhen the first quarter appears the moon is said to "file 
off its horns" (" e dtela dinaka"); when it is full moon: "it 
has fi led off its horn::;." (" e ritet~he dinaka "), or "e tolokile:~ 
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208 SLTTO ASTRONOMY. 

that is, .. it is rounded off"; the last quarter IS called: "e 
dumedisha le-tjatji," that is, "it salutes the sun." 

Each moon bears a special na!l1e: 
January is " Phato" (ma-sohlo), that is, the month in which 

the first green mealje-cobs (" ma -sohlo ") were broken off and 
eaten. 

February is " Leg()bye" (la mpa Ie modula), or the month 
of ,. the 'fully developed blossom." 

),1arch is "]\la-hlohlckwe," the month of II the thin por­
ridge." 

. }I.I A.pril is called: "Se mphe, ki khotshe 1", that IS, uo not 
gi,"e me any more, I have had enough !'" 

~Jay is ., Shishishebo," that is. "there is the "se-shebo" 
or "side-dish." Beans are ripe in this month and eaten as 
., se-shebo.·' 

June is "Le-folwe," the month in which the corn is 
../ thrashed out' j 

(" go folwa "), 
July is "Le-folwane," diminutive of "Le-folwe," the pre­

ceding month. 
August is " Phupu," the month in which the first trees start 

to ,. fupuga," or "to bJcssom. JJ 

September is "Phepelelo." 
October is called" 1\lorenane," or the I, young master." The 

ti1ling-timc begins. 
November is ,. :Moseganong" (" kgwcdi ea ngwe-tji co 

bogale"), that is, the" month of the angry daughter-in-law." 
December is ,I N getaboshego" (0< ki a fofa"). or "firefly /' 

(" I am flying ") ; the month in \vhich the" fireflies" begin to 
fly about during the "boshego" or "night." 

Eclipses both of the Slln (" go fifala ga le-tjatji," i.e'
J 

"the 
turning clark af the sun ~') anrl 0 f the moon (H go bola ga 
kgwedi," i.e., " the becoming rotten of the moon ") are regarded 
as a bad omen. 

The stars are called" di-naledi." They playa very limited 
part in the ideas of the Basuto; only those are named which 
have a practical use in agriculture. 

Of the planets, Venus and Jupiter are known. 
The last mentioned is callerl Ii kgogamashego," or "'the 

drawer up of night." 
The best known, however, is Venus. Not realising the 

identity cf the evening and morning star as being one and the 
same, the Basuto have given her different names. 

As an evening- star she is called "se-falabogogo," that is, 
"the crust scrapings "; the meaning is that one who arrives by 
the light (f her will get nothing but the scrapings of the pot; 
or "kopa-dilallo," that is, the ,One which "asks 'for supper," 
because it appears when people have their supper. 

As a morning star she is known as "ma-hlapholane," or as 
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SUTO ASTRONO~IY. 20<) 

H naledi ea masa," that is, the "morning star." It tells people 
that the dawn will soon be there! 

Of the fixed stars are known Canopus (Alpha Argi) ; it is 
called "naka," or .• horn," and. Achernar (Alpha Eridani), 
which is called Ii se-nakane," or " hornlet," diminutive of " naka." 

Both stars play an important part amongst the Basuto, as 
regards the computation of their calendar, especially the former 
one (Canopus). ., E a dishwa," that means: "It is carefully 
watched" during the time it is expected to Lecome visible (about 

The Constellations of the southern sky in the middle of summerj as 
known to the Basuto. 

the end of l\-Jay). The person who first informs the chief of its 
appearance gets a gift front him; in olden times he got a heifer 
as a present. On the very same day the chief calls all his witch­
doctors together at his heau-kraal; each one has to ask his 
bone-dice what the new year will bring, good or bad luck, because 

. the old year has passed now and a new one has begun. 
Both stars (Canopus and Achernar), in the ideas of the 

Basuto, have their Ii shield," which accompanies each of them 
on its course over the sky. They call it U se-thlako sa naka," or 
H Canopus' shield," and {I se-thlako sa se-nakane," or H Achernar's 
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210 S1:1'O ASTROKO~l'i. 

shield," and known to us as the large and small ~Iagellanic 
Clouds. 

Of the constellations which lxar a name in Suto, the best 
known is that of the Pleiades.' 'Thev call it .. selernc1a," that is, 
the Ii ploughing constellation," corresponding to ,. isilimela ,. in 
Zulu, :because its rising \11 the early morning of July or August 
tens the :Mo~utu that ploughing-time is at hanel, 

Another cnnstellatton known to the 'Hasuto is called 
•. thutlwa,' that is. the ., giraffe." It is composed of hvo stars 
of the Southern Cross (~\Ipha and Bcta Crucis) J and the t\VO 

pointers to the cross (:\lpha and Reta Centauri); the former 
ones are caned the "male" ('nes (( tshe di-tona "); the othcr 
two the" female" ones \" tshe di-thsadi "). If seen low down 
close to the south-western •. horizon" (" mo-napi "), just after 
sunset, it tells the \'1osuto the same thing as the Pleiades, namely, 
that he must soen ~tart ploughing, 

., :\'1 a-gakgala .. is another constellation known to the Dasuto. 
1t is composed of Al pha and Beta Orionis (Rigel and Betclgeux), 
anr1 Alpha Canis (~irills), and Alpha Canis :\:1 inoris (Procyon). 

Orion's belt i:-; named" makolohe," that is, the" pigs." 

The twins, Castor and Pollux, bear the name of "ma-
5clatheko." 

The l\filky \Vay is known as "mo-Ialatladi," that is, the 
plaee Yo'here the "tladi" bird, "lala" ('I rests "). This 
" tladi " hird is said to cause lightning. 

Comet~ are called" na1cdi tsha mesela," that is, 41 stars with 
tails." ¥lhen they appear they mean t.he death of a great chief. 
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