N historic conference which

AL N Basaxwatmkpl.nc i Wingd-
hock ﬂam:b:a in June this year.

About 100 Basarwa from Bolswana

and Namibia attended the confercnce. The
Boiswmadeleg,auonhlcluded six Bagarwa,
varioug uve'mmcnl officials and pohu-

govemment, and sponmred by Norway
and Sweden gave Basarwa groups a plat-
form toair some of their grievances, needs
and asplmuous. .

. Farihe firsttime, the Basarwa of soulh»
emn A[nca, hel ieved to have heen margi-

nalised from time immemorial and further.

1~iolalcdby their nomadic way of life, spoke
their minds o their respective gm'-'mmems
-and intérnational observers,

libémudnswewcqnductedmuwml Sarwn
languages and translated from one w the
olhcr a,nd mio Sc!swana Afrikaans and

Thc'gdlscus.smns ccmrcd amund Iand
rights, hunting, accessto water, educalion
and health facilities.

What did not emerge ftom the confear—
ence was a demand from the various Ba-
sarwagroups to secede from Botswanaand

Namibia and form their own nation. This *

demand had been made before by tuhers

- Tnstead all Basarwa explicitly stressed

thatthey no longer wish 10 be isokited from
othercthnic groups, butwanttoseftle down,
grow crops, rear cattle, send the c_hi!d;en
to schnol, and take their right™nl places
within society.

- About 30,000 Basarwalive in Namibia,
: accordmg 10 the latest studias. fn Bolswana,
about 26 000 Basarwal e in se: tlemcnts

— some of which are pimned and perma-
.. examined thedevelopmentof 5

-~ The meeting, hos'teﬂ by the ’\lam:blan .

uring the three-day confererice, de- i
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