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A proposed game park in Namibia would force the last Ju/wasi

off their traditional lands.

manland was submitted by the Department of

Nature Conservation to the Administrator-
General of Namibia. The plan calls for the proclamation
of about 6,000 km, of Eastern Bushmanland from the
Botswana border west for about 60 km As a nature
reserve. The reserve will include all of the natural
waterholes that remain to the Juwa Bushman people, all
their traditional teritories or Nlores with the bushfoods
and game with which they are familiar. It will ex-
propriate the only area of Bushmanland where the
water tavle lies close to the surtace. “Water we can
reach with our hands, reach with our shovels. Our
water, in truth,” explained a Jwwasi farmer.

[n the nature reserve, Ju/wasi will be forbidden to
keep their small herds of cattle with which they are
beginning to support themselves. Today, three com-
munities of Juwwasi with their cattle are living at their
traditional waterholes and territories in Eastern
Bushmanland — the communities, averaging between
60-70 people and 35 cattle — have built kraals to pro-
tect the cattle and constructed mangles for stock inspec-
tion and innoculation. The products of husbandry —
milk, milk products and occasional beef — contribute
15-20% of their diet. Family gardens supply mealies and
melons, estimated at about 0% of the diet. Because the
communities are relatively small, and there are enough
older people who know how to hunt and gather in a
country they have live in all their lives, bushfoods and
game can still contribute about 20% of the diet. About
30% ot e diet is provided by cash from the salar ¢« of
sons in the army or family members working for the
Administration of Bushmanland. 10% of the annual
diet, such as mealimeal, derives from other sources —
welfare, army rations, rations for the sick and the old.

The people in the communities cannot survive by cat-
tle husbandry, gardening, or hunting or gathering alone,
or on cash — even with high army salaries. Their sur-
vival — like almost everyone in Namibia — depends on
a mixed economy in which subsistence agriculture is
combined with wage work. Cattle are the core of the
subsistence which the people in the communities have
developed to replace hunting and gathering and reduce
their near complete and debilitating dependence on cash
and welfare.,

A mixed economy in which family members practice
a variety of subsistence activities and others are
employed, is essential for survival in developing coun-
tries like Namibia with low per capita income, high
unemployment and few industries. The Jwwasi today
are no exception. At their own natural waterholes and
shallow wells the communities are virtually independent
of the expenses of maintaining deep boreholes. Such

On Monday, June 4, a plan for the future of Bush-

John Marshall

communities are setting an example for other Jwwa
groups. At least three other groups want to start sub-
sistence husbandry at waterholes in Eastern
Bushmanland. Directly and indirectly, the communities
with their cattle support about 250 people. About 2,000
other Juwwa people live idle, debilitated lives in little
rural sums around Tshumkwe, the administrative capital
of Bushmanland and at the army camps in Western
Bushmanland. They are entirely dependent on the
largesse of army rations and the salaries of about 160
Jwwa soldiers.

Army incomes today in Bushmanland are breathtak
ing. In 1982 Jwwa soldiers made R600/month and their
families received rations, yet annual per capita income
for the 2,300 Jwwasi in Bushmanland was about R360
per year. For most Ju/wasi, even the present levels of cash
income and welfare cannot provide an adequate diet. A
family of 7 could each have almost a kilogram of
mealimeal per day on a per capita income of R360/year;
or one tin of meat and one vegetable among them per
week and 6 kg of mealimeal per day — ans so on. Cash
and welfare are not evenly distributed. A great deal of
money passes through the hands of a few young men:
like young men everywhere they buy tape decks that
break, cars that do not work. Ju/wasi are a society of
haves and have nots in which most people have nothing
to do and not enough to eat.
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If the nature reserve is proclaimed, the communities
and their cattle will be evicted from their waterholes
and forced to move far to the west to expensive
boreholes they cannot afford to maintain. Their lives
will depend at best on the budget of a government —
at worst on the whim of an official. They will be com-
pelled to live in a country they do not know where
bushfood and game are scarce or absent, and gifblaar is
prevalent. Or they will be herded back to Tshumkwe,
an area completely inadequate to support their mixed
economy. Instead of setting an example of self-support
they will join the dependent many. Instead of providing
an answer for the future self-development of the jwwa
people, they will become part of the problem. All hope
of Jwwa people participating as self-supporting citizens
of Namibia will be lost.

“How can a government take away my land like this?
— take away my living? What will I do without my cat-
tle and my garden? Without bushfoods and mangetti
nuts that are near. N/=amtchoa is my Nlore. It is my
land to live on,” dictated Black /Kwi in a recent letter to
the Administrator-General.

For Jwwasi the death blow of a nature reserve is not
a figure of speech. It is not a metaphor for social
disintegration and collapsing values. The death blow of
dispossession means their lives.

The plan for the reserve is secret by I was assured by
Conservation Department officials that Ju/wasi will be
allowed to hunt with bows and arrows and gather with
digging sticks “forever” in the reserve. Since children no
longer know how to hunt and gather, these activities
are to be taught in school. The reserve is designed for a
“special class” of tourists who will be flown into selected
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campsites and taken on nature walks. Only 8 of the 34
guides will be Jwwasi. Juwasi, presumably in skins, will
be the main attraction. The nature reserve will “protect”
the Bushmen so their land will not be taken from them
by other people. Who would take their land, aside from
the government is not indicated. The creation of the
reserve will drive a few Juwasi back into a kind of sub-
sidized, plastic stone age and another 2,000 out of
Bushmanland. Where will they go? How will they make
a living? "It took me all my youth to learn how to
hunt,” said a Jwwa vehemently. “Where has it taken
me? | can’t hunt. | have to farm 1 don't want my son to
be a hunter. ] want him to go to school and be a
teacher or a farmer.”

To protect Bushman people in o nature reserve is a
perverse attempt to destroy them as a people or an idea
based on a misunderstanding of the demographic,
economic and social facts of hunting and gathering life
ignoring what has happened to the Ju/wa people in the
last 20 years.

® who have lost over 70% of the land they had oc-
cupied for at least 1,000 and probably more than
20,000 years . . .

® who were the last independent, self-sufficient
hunters and gatherers in Southern Africa — still
practicing their ancient way of life only twenty
years ago . . .

* who now crowd apathetically into littte rural slums
around administrative, police. and army posts where
most are dependent on government handouts . . .

* whose society has disintegrated because the
livelihood of many consists of begging from the
few who are employed by the administration or the
military . . .




e who are riddled by tuberculosis and other diseases
with mortality that is magnified by a deficient diet
composed mainly of mealimeal, alcohol and sugar

¢ whose death rate often exceeds their birth rate . . .

¢ who do not have the education to compete for a
future in modern Namibia . . .

¢ who in recent years have not received from their
government any help or training to develop a
viable subsistence economy to support themselves

¢ who, in spite of this neglect, and often in the face
of official opposition, have made a positive start
toward subsistence husbandry in their tiny corner of
Namibia, only to live under the imminent threat of
the plan to take the rest of their land for a nature
reserve . ..

Bushmar/San people are virtually extinct in the
Republic of South Africa and all other surviving
Bushman groups in Namibia — perhaps 27,000 people
— are dispossessed of their land and living in extreme
poverty. This is the context in whicyh the nature
reserve would evict the last 2,000 Jwwasi from the last
piece of their land.

They call themselves “the well-mannered people,” but
today their lives are marred by misery and violence.
Crowded together in makeshift settlements and
unliveable housing projects around the administrative
town of Tshumkwe, and at police and army posts, most
Jwwasi live idle, debilitated lives.

In concentrated, sedentary populations, hunting and
gathering is impossible. Instead, most Jwwasi eat corn-
meal — much of it made into beer — provided by
welfare or purchased by cash trckling down from the
few who have jobs with the government or serve in the
military. Some children often have little more to eat
than sugared water.

Poor nutrition shows up in widespread anemia and
other deficiencies revealed recently by a South African
medical team.

A deficient diet underlies a staggering death rate. In
1981, the 920 Jwwasi living at Tshumkwe and the
nearest army post experienced 30 births and 31 deaths.
The deaths included 9 of the 12 babies born in govern-
ment housing projects that year.

In spite of a sharply rising birth rate and the presence
of a modern clinic at Tshumkwe, the Juwa population
has probably declined over the past 20 years. By con-
trast, the Ju/wa population in Botswana — just 60
kilometers from Tshumkwe — is growing by 2.5% per
year.

Increasingly, young Jwwa men are being recruited in-
to the army to fight against SWAPO (the South West
African People’s Organization). They are told that they
are defending their land; they are deeply confused to
find that they are serving a government that plans to ex-
propriate their land for a nature reserve — for the
benefit of the white tourists.

Jwwasi have no Voice

At the beginning of this century the word Bushman
referred to people who lived by hunting and gathering
in the bush. Jwwasi speak one of seven Bushman
languages and dialects in Namibia that differ from each
other more than European languages. Today for historic
reasons social and economic differences have increased
between people classified as Bushmen in Namibia.
Jwwasi are an example. They speak one of three dialects
of IKung, the north Bushman language. About 2,000
people who speak the southern dialect have been living
in harsh poverty on the farms in the Gobabis district for
4 generations, as have ab out 5,000 Jwwasi. Their social
networks have collapsed, marriage with other peoples is
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preferred, *heir aspirations are to keep their jobs and en-
dure the future. Their death rate has been high.

The 1Kung in the north have been living with Ovam-
bo and Kavango peoples for at least a century. Most
have become assimilated and acculturated, raising cattle
and other livestock and planting crops. Many families
have had sons serving in the colonial army and police
for generations. They fought for the Portuguese in the
Angolan war of independence and are refugees in
Namibia where they are professional soldiers with loyal-
ty to their unit, their officers and their paychecks. The
army has settled at least a thousand !Kung in camps in
western Bushmanland and has respected the rights of
Jwwasi in eastern Bushmanland. Nevertheless, Most
Jwwasi fear the IKung and can hardly understand a
word they say. In a letter dictated to the Administrator-
General Kxao Demi wrote:

We are Jwwasi and we wish that the white people will hear

us. If they do their own thoughts [without hearing us] we

do not want it. And we do not want that they {govern.
ment] will take our lands and make a nature reserve
because we want to have our cattle and donkeys and
gardens and all things in our country. And the white people

{here] do not listen to us. Therefore the nature reserve will

finish us and ruin us. We are without werk without

anything. We . i to develop [//ei tseu  pull up] our
land and do not want to go to a strange land because
strange people [the Angolan Bushman soldiers] live there
and we fear them and do not understand [their speech].

Today it is as realistic to expect that the peoples
classified as Bushman in Namibia can speak with one
voice, or support common leaders, as it is to expect a
United States of Europe by the end of the century. Yet
because all “Bushmen” are lumped together by outsiders
they are expected to represent themselves as a single
people. Because Bushman peoples do not have a single
voice they have no voice.

As /Xaesce G/= oma says,

We are Jwwasi. We do not want a nature reserve. All Jnwasi
do not wanl a nature reserve., Where will they go?

When the whites wanted lo make a nature reserve, they first
fold the Jwwasi. But they did not tell us that no cattle, no
gardens, nothing will be allowed in the reserve. Now they want fo
do the reserve by force. And Jwwasi do not consent that the
nature reserve will begiv now.

Long ago Jwwasi were without cattle. Now they have cattle.
And this is wiwast land,

And people are growing old, and they do not know where they
will go, because now their children have cattle and the government
wanls the Juiwasi to leave their land with their cattle and go to a
strange land and people’s hearts are sore becanse people will be
destroyed. We will stay here.

Because this land is Jwwasi land. And it is a litile bit good.
Without gifblaar.

And we know this land, and do nol know strange places. We
know where water is. And bushfoods. And a borehole, it loves
money. One borehole costs R15,000.00. And if the borehole
dies, what will we do? Without money?

We will stay [here] where God himself made the water.

1 am finished. (]

John Marshall 1s a coordinator of the 'Kung San Foundation.
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UPDATE

On the 18th of July in response to a press conference
{and the foregoing article) held by John Marshall in
Windhoek, the Department of Government Affairs
issued a statement which included their rationale for a
Nature Reserve in eastern Bushmanland:

“The unaffectedness of eastern Bushmanland as a wilderness

with its flora and pans, certain scarce game species, the uni-

queness of the Bushman himself and his natural environ-
ment, and the shortage of such conservation areas in the
rest of the country, are the most important motivations for
the possible establishment of a nature conservation

area . . . in the eastern part of Bushmanland.

In such a conservation area Bushmen can be used as field
rangers, guides for touring groups and as workers in the rest
camps. An official master plan for a game reserve has not
yet been composed. However, it will be aimed towards the
advantage of the Bushmen. The Bushmen will be allowed
to keep a limited number of cattle, to grow their gardens
and to gather and hunt in the traditional manner "

Apart from the fact that Namibia has probably more
nature conservation areas than any other country in the
world and that game is relatively scarce in eastern
“ushmanland and w. .Id have to be trans!. . ated from
vther game areas in oider to attract tourist. it is clear
that the administration continues to look upon the “uni-
que Bushman” as part of the fauna. It is also apparent
that their idea of developing Bushmanland to the advan:
tage of the Ju/wasi is extremely limited.

It is a relief to learn that people will be allowed to
keep at least some of their cattle (how many?) in the
nature Reserve (although not at waterpoints reserved for
game). But how many people? The statement mentions
that the Department of Agriculture is developing a
demonstration farm on 3,600 ha. west of Tshumkwe
which will also “educate and give guidance to Bushman
farmers.” But where will they farm? The statement does
not explain that most of Bushmanland is uninhabitable-
the west is mantled in deep sand and waterless forest
and people can only live near deep and expensive
boreholes at the military camps where the South
African Defense Force (SADF) has settled over a thou-
sand Angolan Kung mercenaries and their families. Sub-
sistence agriculture is only possible in eastern
Bushmanland with it< several pans, accessible watertable
and resources of bushfoods, game and grazing.

The majority of Ju/wasi in Bushmanland live in con-
centrated squalor at Tshumkwe and the army camps.
When the army withdraws, which, inevitably some day
it must, where will these 1500-2000 people go? Does
anyone believe that a civil government can spend the
millions of rand a year required to support the Bushman
population in the present manner? Of the several thou-
sand Ju/wasi living outside Bushmanland in the farming
districts where work is scarce and ill paid, many have
no jobs at all and no where to go. Their situation is
desperate. All these people have a right to a future and
Bushmanland remains their most viable hope. A handful
of jobs as game wardens and rest camp workers or per-
mission granted to a chosen few to practice subsistence
farming, will not solve the problem. Bushmanland must
be developed for the benefit of all Ju/wasi who live
there. not just a fraction, and for their relatives on the

*

— — A~ e e -

00 “— U o~ e e e



i Wast herdimg catlle

outside. Any “master plan” must emphasize human
development, not at the cost of, but in line with, conser-
vation. The present plan is far too limited. In fact it is a
cruel deception.

The government should make a clear statement that
eastern Bushmanland is held in trust for all Ju/wasi until
they are accorded the same right and voice in their own
affairs, and control over their reservation and its
resources as are other peoples in Namibia. It is specious
to say t' .: the only way to ;v :ect the land for th. co-
ple is to proclaim it a nature reserve. A government that
can proclaim a nature reserve can recognize the
legitimate inherited rights of a people to their land and
livelihood. The government should encourage and sup-
port additional groups of Ju/wasi from Bushmanland and
the farming districts to begin to develop subsistence
farms at the waterholes and shallow boreholes in eastern
Bushmanland.

The history of the Bushman peoples in Namibia (as
elsewhere in southern Africa) has been one of decima-
tion and dispossession. By proclaiming a nature reserve
in eastern Bushmanland for the benefit of tourists and a
fragment of the Jwwa population, the government will
be repeating this abysmal record. There is obviously not
enough land to help all Bushman peoples develop a sub-
sistence base, but by embarking on a plan to help the
Ju/wasi — the original inhabitants of that land — the
government has a chance to redress the record. (]

Clarre Rizchie
Coordinii

The 1Kung San Foundation
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THE !KUNG SAN
FOUNDATION

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED

The !Kung San urgently need your help to build a
future.
Please scit your check today.

D I wish to help the 'Kung San Foundation with
a contribution of $

| wish to Join Cultural Survival and enclose
my donation of
$20 $25* $50
$100 ____$500

*Members who contribute $25 or more receive one year’s

subscription to Cultural Survival Quarterly.

D Please send me more information about
Cultural Survival.

Name ___ S

Address

City State Zip
All contributions are tax-deductible (23-7182593)

Mail contributions to:  Cultural Survival
11 Divinity Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138




